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there is no provision cancelling that
power. They are the only body who, at
the present time, have any power to pro-
tect the health of the consumers; anid it
strikes me that it is necessary to make
the cancellation in that dirction. We
are the consumers, a.nd] those who are
likely to suiffer, and every precaution
should be taken to insure the purity of
the water supply. I hope this matter
will receive from lion, members the
earnest Consideration which it deserves.

Ma. L-EAlCE (Alban *y) : There is iio
more vicious principle in legislation than
that which recognises the power to compel
one man to pay the debts of another;
and that is what Section 5 provides.

THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS:
You do so every day in your lie.

MR. TaEAKE: But that is by reason
of this same vicious principle which has
crept into the Municipalities Act. That
is what the lion, gentleman is thinking
of. That is the principle we voted against
years ago, when it was provided that the
incoming tenant should be liable for the
city rates wvhich had been left unpaid by
the last tenant ; and here we are trying
to perpetuate this vicious principle in
this Waterworks Bill. I sincerely trust
that bon. members will not listen for
a moment to the suggestion that clause
5 of this Bil[ be passed as drawn. I amn
totally opposed to it. Plon. members
perhaps know perfectly well that I and
others would be glad to see this principle
of distress for rent abolished altogether.
We are making anl innocent person pay
for the debts of another, andl there is
positively no suggestion in the Bill as
to what limitation shall be put upon
his liability. In this Bill, the in-
coming tenant is liable for six years'
rates at least. Take, for instance,,
the artisan class. This clause will
not hurt men like ourselves, who go
about with full knowledge of our local
laws and institutions ; but every labourer
and every artisan does not uniderstand
the intricacies of the municipal or the
water-rating laws, and those unfortu-
nate people will be hit much harder
than others. To them an expenditure of
.£3 or £4 means far more than £30 or
£40 to many members, particularly to
those members who propose these pro.
visions. Take the case of a man who
pays l~s. a week for a house: he accepts

the statement of the house agent. Per-
haps hie will say to the agenit; "Are all
the water rates 'paid ?" The agent will
say: "Yes, certainly." Well, what is the
unfortunate person to do ? Ile accepts
that statement and in lie goes. Next
week he is in with his household furniture
and so forth ; then down comes a justice's
warrant, and hie is sold uip perhaps for
arrears of rates amounting to £20 or
£30-a liability for which he has received
no particle of benefit. I am astonished
that gentlemen who profess demnocrattic
ideas should make such a proposal; amid,
in order that the House may have time
to consider this question, I move that
this debate be adjourned.

Motion pint and passed, and the debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMIENT.
The House adjourned at

until the next day.
11-5 p.m.

Cniiatibe4iucf

W~ednesday, O.nd December, 18.97.

Papers Presented-Question: conduct of a mine In-
spector-Question: Advance of Money to Pert!.
City Couurcil-Cersezteries Dill: third readinag-
Streets an:! Roads Closure Dill: third reading-
Ka1goorlie.Onnnballa Lake sal Boulder Towilsite
,Loop Railay Bill: acscord ad third ireadings-
Buncu.y Racecourse Railway Bill: second ad
third readfings-Lody Broomc Annuity Bill; second
and thid readings-Sh.arks Bay Pearlhell Fishery
Act Anmendmnent Bill: second and third readings-
Public Health Act Amendment Bill: Discharge
of Order-Industral Statistics Bill : Assembly's
Message ra Council's .Amendmnts; divisions (3)-
Imported Labour Registry Bill: Assembly's Mes-
sage re Council's Amndments-City of Perth
Tranmways Bill: first reading-Agriclultral Landts
Purchase Act Amendment Dill: first reading-
Fremaantle -Owen's Anchorage Railway Bill; first
reading-Mining on Private Property Bill,- first,
second, andt thin! readings-City of Perth Tram.
ways Bill : second and third reodings-Fremaritle-
Owen's Anchorage Railway Bill: second and third
readius-Agricuitlral Lands Pnrchase ActAuenrd-
meat Bill: secn a.nd i third reinugs-Appro,ritiou Dill: first, second, and third reaig -Sal e of

Licluors Act Amendment Bill; Assembly's message
,re Council's Amesndnlets-Cireuit Courts Rill : As-
semubly's Message ra Council's Amendments-Em-

t loy-mnent Brokers Bill: Asembly's Mesaicr
ouncil's Ameunments-Railwamys Act, 1878, Amend-

ment Bill: first, second, and third readings-
Adjournment.

THE PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock p.mn

PRAYERS.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the MINISTER 0OF MINES: -- .
Amended Forms tinder " The Audit Act,
1891." 2. By-laws of the municipalities
of Victoria Park (Perth) and Kanowna.

QUESTION-CONDUCT OF A MINE
INSPECTOR.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON, in accord-
anice with notice, asked the Minister of
Mines : - i. If hie had received complaints
from mnine managers and others on the
Cue goldfield, about 12 monthis ago, re-
specting the conduct or capacity of Mr.
Frank Reed, Government Inspector of
Mines. 2. If he instructed the acting
warden to hold a court of inquiry into
those complaints. 3. If the acting war-
den held such court of inquiry. 4. If
the acting warden reported to the Minister
of Mines in writinig the result of such
inquiry and the decisions of the court.
;. If the court decided in favour of, or
id it condemin, Mr. Reed's capacity or

conduct. 6, Had any warden of the Cue
goldfield, either on that or an~y other occa-
sion, reconmnended that Mr. Reed should
not he employed any longer as Govern-
iuent Inspector of Mines on the Cue gold-
field.

Tan MINISTER OF MTINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom) replied :- i. Yes, two
complaints; one ill connection with certi-
ficates to engine drivers; the other that
Mr. Reed stated, in a private conversation
at a hotel with three or four friends, his
opinion as to the value of a mine. z. Yes,
into thelatter. 3. Yes. 4. Yes. 5. The
court, represented by the acting warden,
considered Mr. Reed "1had been indiscreet
in his utteraces regarding the mine in
question." 6. No.

QUESTION-ADVANCE OF MONEY TO
PERTH CITY COUNCIL.

HON. J. W. HACKETT, in accordance
with notice, asked the Minister of Mines
whether the £220,000 lately advanced by
the Government to the Perth City Council
is to he regarded as a gift or as a loan ?

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
B. H. Wittenloom) replied: As a loan, on
which interest has to he paid.

HON, J. W. HACKETT: At what per-
centage ?

Tan MINISTER OF MINES: I
cannot remember the amount.

CEMETERIES BILL.
Read a third time, and 1,aseed.

ST'REETS AND ROADS CLOSURE BILL.

THIRD READING.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E . H. Wittenoom) moved that the Bill
be read a third time. One little amiend-
inent had been asked for by an hion.
member, bat it was found that the
amendment was governed by the first
clause.
I Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

KALGOORLIE-GNUMBXLLA LAKE AND
BOULDER TOWNSITE LOOP RAIL-
WAYS BILL.

SECOND READINO, ETC.

THE M1INISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenooin), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a short Bill, to
legalise a railway that has already been
constructed from Kalgoorlie to the
Boulder and towards the lake. Hon.
m i-embers are aware that there was a, very
strong request made that a tramnway
shoul d be constructed bet-ween the Boulder
and Kalgoorlie. The Government, re-
cognising that this was a matter of
urgency, have constructed the railway,
and this Bill is Simply to leaiethat
construction.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: I have much
pleasure in seconding the mnotion. I be-
lieve the ra&ilway is already payving good
interest on construction.

Question-put and passed.
Bill read a, second time.
Passed through committee without de-

bate or amendment.
Head a third time, and passed.

BUNEURY RACECOURSE RAILWAY
BILL.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said: This Bill is almost a
parallel one with .the Kalgoorlie and
Boulder Railway Bill. A sum of money
was voted last year for the construction
of this line to the Bunbury racecourse,
and the work has been carried out. It
only remains now to pass a Bill authorising
the construction of the line. These are
the circumstances under which the Bill is

[COUNCIL.] Bunbury Racecourse.
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submitted for the approval of lion.
members.

How. F. T. CROWDER: As the
railway is constructed, I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion. If
the railway hdu not been constructed, I
would have had much pleasure in
Opposing it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through committee without

debate or amendment.
Read a third time, anl passed.

LADY BROOME AINh'UITY BILL.
SECOND READING, ETC.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoomi), in moving the second
reading, said: In submitting this Bill
for the consideration of hon. members, I
feel sure it Will meet with the sincere
sympathiy of all. It will be in the recol-
lection of hon. members that some years
ago we had as Governor here Sir Frederick
Broome. Alter leaving this colony hie
wvas Governor at other places. Recently
he was suddenly- cut off in the prime of
his life, and we understand that his widow
has been left in very poor circumstances.
For these reasons a Bill was submitted in
another place to assist his Widow to the
extent of £150 per annum, and the Im-
perial Government have, I understand,
assisted her to the extent of £2100 per
annumn. Hon. members will be aware
that when Sir Frederick Broome WaS
Governor here, the constitution was
very different from what it is at pre-
sent. This was a Crown colony, and
the whole of the responsibility of admnin-
istering the Government of the colony
devolved on the Governor of the day. The
power was in his hands to either mar or
assist the development of the colony.
Hr. members will agree with me that
Sir Frederick Broome did a great deal
towards assisting the development of this
colony. He worked hard and assiduously
in its interests. Although all his methods
and actions were not absolutely perfect,
he acted with the sincere desire to push ns
ahead. If lie (lid nothing else for us, he
used every endeavour he had at his com-
mand to forward the interests of Respon-
sible Government, and I believe it was to
a large extent due to his exertions that
Responsible Government came about at

the time it dlid, because the English Gov-
ermnuent were not at all eager to grant
us Responsible Government. The", did
not believe at that time that we could
carry on the Goveruient of the colony our-
selves, and it was almiost at the solicitation
of Sir Frederick Broome, at all events it
was by his powerful exertions, that
Responsible Government was granted to

1us eventually. In these circumstances it
was thought we might fairly show some
appreciation of his services at that time-
valuable services, as they are recognised
to have been-by giving some aid to his
Widow, who is now in distressed circiun-
stances. I need hard])y take uip the time
of the House in saying anything further.
Most hon. members are acquainted with
the circumstances concerningr the case,
and I feel sure this Bill will meet With
the sympathy of all those present. I hope.
it will have practical support. I move
that the Bill be read a second time.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: I do not in
any way intend to oppose this Bill. At.
the sam~e time, I intend to record my vote
against it, and I shall do it on ])rin~ciple.
I consider the Government or the L~egisla-
ture of this colony have no right whatever
to appropriate the revenue to annuities.
It is the same with Governors as
it is wvithi private individuals: each

I Jan has to look after his financial position,
so that at the end of his life lie can make
provision for his family. I consider it a
bad precedent that this; Bill should be
brought in. It is the thin end of the

Iwedge, and it may mean that other Bills
of a similar kind' Will be introduced. So
far as the late Sir Frederick Broome was
concerned, lie was Governor of this colony
over five years. He had a good salary, and
it is now eight years since he left, and his
memory is almost forgotten. We are
now asked to provide an annuity for his
Widow. It is not the amout of money
that I object to, but the principle. I con-
sier I should be doing wrong mn my place
to allow this Bill to pass without noting
my objection, and I do so in the hope that
the Government in the future will con-
sider twice before they bring such a Bill
down to the House.

HoN. J. W. HACKETT: I trust my
hon. friend (M21r. Crowder), having made
his protest, will not vote against the Bill.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I did not say
that I would vote against the Bill. I
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said that I wished to enter my protest
against it.

HON. G. RANDELL: It Wnill not be
recorded unless you call for a division.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: It will be
recorded in Hansard.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: In many
respects I am sure nearly all hon. mem-
bers agree that the precedent is not at
good one, but that precedent was set on
a former occasion, and it was in a case
which was a very much weaker one than
the one we have before us. In the case
of Sir Frederick Broomne we must remein-
ber that the income attached to the office
of Governor at the time lie was Governor
of this colony was much smaller than at
present, and I am in a position to state
that Sir Frederick Broonme found it
impossible to administer his household
affairs Within the limits of the salary at-
tached to his office. He was aman of large
hospitality, and his gracious lady, for
whom we areuowaskedto grantan annuity,
made Government House the centre, not
for society-I do not think either cared
much for that-but for innocent re-
creation, and I go f urther and say for the
inprovenment of all with whom they cameu
in contact. I believe that if Sir Frederick
Broome had not come to this colony, his
widow would not have been under the
necessity of making an application for
this assistance. I can assm-e hon. mom-
hers he seriously impoverished his moans
during his residence here. The generosity
of the 'nan was displayed when at the
opening of the new Cathedral of Saint
George he caine forwaid and made a
presentation of a memorial window to
that building, which cost £9300. It was
a magnificent gift, and one which the
colony should remember. I will only
make one moi-e remark, that during a
long course of acquaintance with this
colony, now extending over- 17 years, I have
never met anyone more wholly devoted to
the interests of Western Australia, bjoth
while he was here and in another place,
than the late Sir Frederick Broomie. I
have seen his private letters, and there is
hardly a letter written to a person in this
colony-I possess some of them myself -
in which does not occur strong and tender
reference to the happy days lie spent in
this place, and a fervent desire for the
success of the colony and the people in
the colony. While I agree wit], my hon.

friend (Hon. F. T. Crowder) that the
precedent is not a desirable one, if ever a
good rule was broken through it is in the
case now under consideration.

HoN. D. McKAY: I do not intend to
oppose this Bill, but I agree with the
Hon. F. T. Crowder that the principle is
not a good one. I think the Imperial
Goverunment ought to provide for Lady
Broome. The late Sir Frederick Broomne
Occupied several important positions af ter
he left this colony, serving the Imperial
Government well, and this annuity ought
to coime out of the Imperial exchequer.

HoN. G. RANDELL: I am unwilling
to let this opportunity pass Without in-
dorsing what has fallen from the Hon. J.
W. Hackett with reference to the eminent
services rendered to the colony both by the
late Governor and Lady Broome. I had
the opportunity of coining in contact wvith
them in a public way, as mayor of Perth
and in other capacities, almost from the
beginning of the time when Governor
Broomne came to this colony, and I becar
testiniony* from my personal knowledge
to the dec13 interest lie always took, and
which was shared by his wife, in the
affairs of this colony. That, as the Hron.
J. W. Hackett has said, did not cease
when he left this colony. If there should
he an exception to a bad precedent, this
is preeminently one. To his services, I
think, very largely is due the fact that
we are now enjoying the privilege of
Responsible Government. I do not thiink
we should have had Responsible Govern-
ment at so early a date as we had, if it had
not beenfor Sir Frederick Broome's earnest
and powverful influence on our behalf. As
the Ron. J. W. Hackett also said, a prece-
dent has been established long before this
which will bear no comparison to this
case. Wheu a man takes the office of
Governor, lie does not take it, I believe,
with a view of lining his pockets or in-
creasing his wealth. If he does, I believe in
every case hie is mistaken. Whatever the
salary may be-in Australia especially,
we know it from i-eports we have seen in
the newspapers-it is expected that the
Governors should spend the whole of their
salary and something in addition to it.
We know the colonies aim at persons in
the higher circles of society, so that these
persons may dispense the hospitality of
Government House on a large scale. I
quite understand what the Hon. J. W.
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Hackett said, that Sir Frederick Broome'sI
salary was not sufficient to cover his
expenses of administration in this colony.
I very heartily agree to the Bill that has
been brought in to give to Lady Broomne
£L50 a year. I know she was always
deeply interested in the colony, and did the
best she could for the social well-being of
the country. As the Hon. J. W1. Hackett
has also said, she was pecuharky accessible
in her high station, and dispensed the
hospitality of Government House to
the satisfaction of all concerned. Sonic
Little difficulties occurred while Governor
Broome was here, but they are only what
must be expected to happen in the adiiis-
tration of Governments. That should
not influence our judgment in any way.
I could say a great deal more as to the
way mi which the Late Governor Broome
worked for this colony, but there is no
necessity. It is known to al most every-
one, and I hope this Bill will be unani-
niously' concurred in, and I also hope that
the Hon. F. T. Crowder will not call for a
division.

Question putt and passed.
Bill read a, second time.
Passed through committee without

debate or amendment.
Read a third time, and passed.

SHARKS BAY PEARISUELL FISHERY
ACT AMENDMNENT BILL.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE MINISTER OF NINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a very brief Bill,
which needs little explanation from me.
The measure simply extends the pro-
visions of the Sharks Bay Pearlshell
Fishery Act of 1892 for the purpose ofj
cultivating the oyster shefl on other por-
tions of the coast.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through committee without

debate or amendment.
Read a third time, and Passed.

PUBLIC IHALTH ACT A31ENDMIENT
BILL.

DISCHARGE OF ORDER.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): As this is an in-portant Bill, and there may be some
debatable matter in it, I do not propose to

proceed with the. measure at the present
moment. I move that the Order of the
Day be dischar-ged.

Put and passed, and the order dis-
charged accordingly.

INDUSTRIAfL STATISTICS BILL.
MESSAGE re COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Assembly having dis
agreed to certain of the amendments
made by the Council in the Bill, the same
were now considered.

IN COMMITTEE:

Council's Amendment No. 1-Strike
out all words af ter" "employed." in Clause
2, paragraph 6:

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom): This Bill had received
very careful consideration in the Council,
and was sent down to the Legislative
Assembly with eight amiendmients. The
Bill was now returned with four of these
amendmnents agreed to, and four disagreed
to. Two of the amendments out of the four
disagreed to were purely unimportant.

HoN. J. WV HACKETT: That was in
reference to the word "electoral."

THE MINISTER OF MINES said he
understood it would be far more suitable
to the Government and to the people,
especially to those in the different elec-
torates, if the returns were made as fromn
electoral districts instead of from miagis-
terial districts. The amendment would
no doubt mean more work, but the
returns would be more interesting. As
to amendment No. 1, the members in
another place had to some extent met the
Council, and he hoped the Council would
endeavour to meet the views of the
members of thme Assembly. Under the
circumstances, he moved that the amend-
ment be not insisted on.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: As pointed
out, when the Bill was previously before
the Council, every mine-owner was already
tinder an obligation to return whatever
statistics the warden might ask, and it
would be a sinple matter for the warden
to hand over the returns to the statistical
department. It was clear that that fact
had not been taken into account in the
Assembly. Thme returns from mines to
the warden had to be made Sometimes as
often as four times a year. He hoped
that tme Council's amendments would be
insisted on.

Public Health Bill.
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Hoy. A. H. HENNING also expressed
the hope that the Council wvould insist on
their amendments. Quarrying and mnin-
ing were altogether different things. A
mine was held under the Goldfields Act,
while a quarry wvas held under the Land
Regulations. Let quarry-owners be comn-
pelled to send in returns, for they were
not at present compelled to do so; ])t
there was no reason why mnine-owners
should be put to double and unnecessary
trouble.

HON. J. W. HACKETT: A copy of
the returns made to the warden would no
doubt be kept in the Mining Office, and it
would not be match more trouble to copy
these returns for the benefit of the statis-
tical department.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: This was an
important Bill, and lie understood that
hardships might follow if the ouncil
]nsisted on their amnendments. If the
Bill in its present form did not work
well, it would be easy to amend it next
session. He was not prepared to wreck
a Bill which had been demanded for a
long time.

THE MINISTER OF MINES: This
was a very important Bill. The country
had lain under the stigma of having no
mroper returns of its pastoral and agri-
cultural industries, and this Bill was a
proof that the colony was keeping pace
with the times. It would be a pity to
wreck a measure of this character, which
seemed to have passed the criticism of a
very large number of members repre-
senting the goldfields in another plate. If
it were not endangering the Bill, lie would
feel inclined to insist on the amendments.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON said that,
so far as he could gather in conversation,
the fact that mines were included in the
Bill had, to a very large extent, escaped
the notice of goldfields representatives
in another place. That fact, to a large
extent, weakened the argument of the
Minister of Mines. The mining industry
was the only one which, up to the present,
had furnished statistics such as were con-
teiplated in this Bill. These statistics
the mine owners had been compelled to
furnish three or four times a year, and it
seemed extremely hard that they should
now have to furnish returns a fifth time,
simply to bring mining into line with
other industries which furnished no
statistics at all.

HON. A. H. HENNING: It was uu-
reasonable on the part of the Minister to
argue that in this matter the colony had
been under a stigma, because no statistics
had been supplied relating to agricultural
or jpastoral pursuits. That was no argu-
meat why the mining industry should be
called on to supply further particulars.
This was the first time hie had heard that
such a stigma rested on the colony; but
perhaps the representatives of the agri-
cultural and pastoral districts had heard
of it.

HON. R. G-. Eunos: Statistics were
already, supplied.

HON. A. H. HENNING: The fact
that a stigma rested on the colony in
regard to these statistics was Surely no
argument why hon. members should go
back on the vote they had already given
in regard to this Bill. The cry about
losing the Bill altogether was a mere

boe.oi-la the first amendment be

not insisted on-put, and division takeii
with the following result:-

Ayes..
Noes ..

Majority for ... 4
AYES. No.

The Hon. D. K. Weudo The He.. E.G0.'B.rros
The Ho. P. T. Crowdera The Hon. C. E. Domnpster
The Hon. J. W. Hackett rTme Hon. A. P. Matheson
Tme Hon. A. B. Kid... Th. Hon. G. RamidelI
The Hon. B). MfcKay The Ho.. A. H. Henning
The Hon. E. McL.At (7,0ilod.
The Hon. J. E. Richard..n
Th io. .EH. Witteoom

The Ho.. W. Spencer
(Teller.).

Motion thus passed, and the amnend-
mecnt not insisted on.

Amendment No. 2-Strike out " elec-
toral " and insert "1 statistical:

THrE MINISTER OF MINES, for
the reason already given, mioved that
this amendment be not insisted on.

HON. J. W. HACKETTf: The As-
sembly would surely give way in regard
to this amendment. The word "elec-
toral" inserted in another place would
make a mess of the whole Bill. It
app)eared to have been forgotten by the
Assembly that, in Clause 5, they had
already provided that the statistical dis-
trict was to be the magisterial district.
If the will of the Assembly were carried
out, noe opportunity would be afforded for
comparison with past returns. The
magisterial district was a large unit, and

.. ..
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the police district a siib-unit, hut. if the
districts were electoral there would he no
sub-unit. The framner of the reasons for
disagreeing, with the amnendmient of thle
Council seemed to suppose that the
electoral districts would remain for ever as
they were; buit having, regard to the
wholesale changes inl thle last Year or two,
Who Could Say What other changes would
take place before the present Parliament
expired ?

THE MINJSTER OF MINES : Al-
though the word "statistical " Would be
better, there was not the great difficulty
about it that was supposed. to exist.i
These statistical districts would he used]
for the Collection of statistics, and when
the(- statistics reached the Registrar
General's office, it became the duty of
the Registrar Gieneral to tabulate the
returns into thle electoral districts.

HiON. J. W. HACKETT: How could hie
find Out?

THE MINISTER OF MINES: Byv
ainy map, lie could find out where the
electoral dfistrict, WAS and where the
statistical district was. Possibly iii some
cases it would be hard to tell exactly where
a c~trtain property was. Evidently more
interest would be taken inl the electoral
district than iLL thle statistical district, or
lie could see no reason for the change.

HouN. G. TLANDELL : Thle word
statistical" was only used in two clauses

of the Bill. There was no interpretation
of the word " electoral," and that iu
itself was sufficient to show hion, mnembers
that it was desir-able to insist on this
amlendment, or to adopt a new interpreta-
tion for the mneaning of the word
-'electoral."

HON. A. P. MATHESO-N: As hion.
inembers; considered the Bill a most imi-
portatit one, and one that shouild not be
thwarted in any sense, then, to be conl-
sistent, they should vote for the clause as
suggested by the Assembly. If the Bill
was luporlant, it was not advisable to
risk its rejection. This amendietL was,
quite as important as the previous
aumendmnent made by the Assembly.

Question put, and division taken with
the following result-

Ayes ... ... ... 7

Noes ... ... ... 7

A tie...0

Ars. I NOS.
The Hon. D. K. Congdon Th4 lion. R. G. llerge-
The Hon. C. E. Dem pster IThe Hon. J. WV. Haeckett
The Hon. A. P. Matheson The lion. A. H. Heining
The Hon,. fl. McKay 'The Hon. A. Ds. Kidson
Tlie Hon. W. Spencer 1The Hon. 0. Randell
The Hon. E. Hi. Wirtenoom, The Hon. .. K. RichardsonI
The Hon. F. T, Crowder The Hon. E. McLartg

(TcF~er). (Tel c4.
Tme OChairmuan gave his casting vote

with thle ayes.
Motion thus passed, and the amend-

mient not insisted onl.
Amiendmlent, No. 6-Page 6, Clause

13, strike out Sub-clause 4:
THE MINISTER OF MINES nioved

that this amiendment be not insisted onl.
Hou. A. P. -MATHESON: Th is amenad-

mient. referred to the question of making
a return of the capital embarked in every
lbusiness. lion. inemhbers would remiem-
ber that the Minis ter laid particular stress
on the necessity of accuracy in the Bill.
Unless the retwns were accurate, the
whole use and value of the Bill wvotld bie
lust, according to the Minister. Hon.
members considered the clause inquisi-
torial. The State had no right to ask
for particullars of this description, and
for that reason the hon. mnembers hand
struck out the sub-clause. The reasons
given by the Asseni bly for disagreeing-iwithi
this amendniut were that itwas important
that statistics of the actual capital should
be known. The whole importance of the
amiendinent lay in the word " actual.
If lion, members believed that any indi-
vidual person making at return would
truly give the actua,-l capital involved in
his bu si nes s, there would be less objecti o i
to the clause; but as it was almnost
certain that nine out of every tenl of the
people who made these returns would not
give this inlfonination, tile committee
should. insist on its amendment.

Gis . RANDELL said he was
opposed to the motion, but would not
carry his opposition to the extent of call-
ing for a division. Thle statistics of the
actual capital of businesses would be
misleading, as they' never would be cor-
rectly obtained.

Ho.-. A. H. HENNING hoped hon.
memb~ers would insist onl thle amendmnent,
as it concerned them individually. 'When
hion. members looked at the other pro-
visions of Clause 1.3, they would see
that it provided that returns had to be.
mnade concerning the kind, quantity, and
value of the articles nude, produced, or
prepared. Surely it was sufficient for all
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statistical purposes that the quantity and
value of the product should be given ; in
addition to which the number of persons
employed in connection with the establish -
mont had to be given. To ask what was
the actual capital embarked in a business
was prying into the private affairs of
individuals.

Quiestion put, and division taken with
thle following result.

Ayes _. -. . 6
Noes ... . ..

Majority against ... 2
AYe. NOES.

The Hoin. D. K.' Cougilon The Hon. R. G. Surges
Thie Ionl. FR T. Crowder The Hfon. C. P. Demipster
The Hon. J. W. Hackett The Hion. A. H. Henning
The Reon. D. McKay The Eon. A. P. Matheson
The Hon. E. H. Wittenoom' TVhe Hon. ER XetartyT hne Hon. W. spencer The Hon. 0. Itaudell

(1ci~sr). The Hon. I. E. Richardson
The lion. A. B. Kidnon,

Motion thus negatived, and the amend-
niont insisted onl.

Amendmvent No. 8--Page?7, clause 19,
line 1, strike out "electoral" and insert

statistical 9
THP MINIISTER OF MINES moved

that this amendment be not insisted onl.
Question pultand passed.
Resolutions reported, and reportadopted.
Message sent to the Legislative As-

sembly in accordance therewith.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY BILL.
MESSAGE 7'e COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

Thle Legislative Assembly having dis-
agreed to certain of the amieunents made
by the Council in the Bill, the same were
now considered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Amendment No. 3-Page 2, Clause 5,
last line, after 11Archipelago " isert,

but this section shall not apply to any
labourer who shall have, at the time of
thle passing of this Act, entered into an
agreement with any such person:"

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
F. 1-1. Wittenooml):- It "-as possible that
200 or 300 coloured labourers were onl
their waty to this country at the present
time, and the Council had thought it wise
to adbnit them. The object of the Bill
was to curtail the inportation of coloured
labourers, and the Legislative A ssensbly
had thought it advisable not to allow this
amendment to stand, although an order
for coloured labourers might have beea

sent some time ago, and the labourers
might be on their way to this contry.
He moved that the Council's amendmnent
be not insisted on.

RON. F. T. CROWDER: There was
no date when the Bill would come into
force, and he was led to believe there
were steamers on their way to this cotun-
try with coloured labourers who were
under ain agreement to people in this
country. We had no right to pass retro-
spective legislation. If lion. menibers
prevented these coloured labourers land-
ing, they would be doing an injiustice to
those uwho were importing the labourers.

HoN. A. P. MIATHESON: This Bill
was without doubt one of the most im-
portabnt that had come before the House
during the present session. It would be
extremely regretable if, for any small
matter of feeling on the part of this
House, the Bill should fail to become
law. This amendment had been inserted
to protect.a few foreign residents at pre-
sent in thle colony, who might have made
contracts to import members of their own
i-ace to this country. H~on, members had
thmought it was fair that these people
should be protected in their contracts ;
but lion. members in -another place had
thought that the further importation of
these coloured people would be detri-
mental to the interests of this country.
It would be unwise to risk the rejection
of the Bill by insisting on this amend-
ment.

HoN. 0 . RAND.EJL would support the
motion of the Minister. Hon, nmibers
had attempted to act fairly towards cer-
tain persons wvho might possibly have
entered into contracts to bring labourers
to this country. That was as far as they
should go. It would be wrong for hion.
members to insist on their amendmnent
and risk the Bill. As to amendment No.
6 in regard to the degree of latitude, that
was a small mnatter. The object was to
protect the industry on thme Abrollios
Islands.

Question put and passed, and the
amendment not insisted on.

Amendmient No. 6-Page 9, Clause 27,
line 3, b~etweent -or " and " in " insert

below thle 27th parallel of latitude :"
THE MINISTER OF MINES moved

that this amendment be not insisted on.
Ron. members had altered the parallel of
latitude from the 26th to the 27th, and now

in committee.
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coloured labotirers could work on gold- 51
fields north of that Line, but not south. THEr Ml
With the feeling, that existed in another E. H. Wit
place he questioned, however UnalniOus reading, 4f
hon. -members might be, whether the that thsi
Assembly would accept this amendment if required f<
it was insisted upon. Thle Bil1 should not amount o
be jeopardised for any small amiend- owned pri'
inent. cases are

HoN. A. P, ATUESOW said he was allowing
filled with astonishment that the amiend- properties,
ment should have been miade wkithout his tions ofc
noticing it. He fancied he must have seen the i1'
beenm out of the House at thle time, or with~ thle o
otheprwise hie would have opposed thle of those
amendment miost. strongly. On the other develop t
hand, the amendment proposed in the property.-
Assembly was most desirable in every any persoi
sense, and hie gave it his hearty support, go to the
If lie wished to avoid anything on the there a pe
goldfields, it was the employment of metal. V
coloured labour in mining or in anything able to ay
incidental to mnining. resources

HON. 0. E. DEMPSTER: How abouit The Bill n
cooking? cal with tI

RoN. A. P. MATHESON: No doubt Act has be
in the North cooking was an unpleasant and I am 1
occupation for a white man, but there all events
were inconveniences connected with every raised in E
trade. It might be a hardship for a mail it is theref
to cook, hut in the absence of coloured here, with
labour hp mlust cook. onditions

Question put and passed, and tlieanend- taken to pr
inent not insisted onl. in every p

Resolutions reported, and report arc given
adopted. metals, the

Message in accordance therewith trans- ownler arn
jitted to the Legislative Assembly. collpeusat

take lands
CITY OP PERTH- TRtAMWAYS BILL. be offered
Received from the Legi.slative Asseniblv, &-tih case

and read a first time. eenh casri

hinlited to
AGRIoULTURAL LANDS PURCHASE cipality or

ACT AMENDMENT BILL. mnents. TI
Received from the Legislative Assemnbly, within 20'

and read a-first time. other imp
would be

FRE'MANTLE-OWEN'S ANCHORAGE, given tot
RAILWAY BILL. specters Ui

Received from tbeT~egislative Assembly, 'are anyv in
and ead , fist tme.doing tha
and ead fist tme-given to

proposedI
MINING ON PRIVATE PROPERTY BILL. ways-firs

Reeeivedfrom the Legislative Assembly, lan~d; see
and read a. first time. I private [ai

secowd reading. 15

ECOND READING, ETC.

lUISTER OF MMNES (Hon.
tenooln), in moving the second
id: Hen. members are aware
sa, Bill which has been greatly
)ra considerable time. A large
f property in this colonyv is
vntely, and the owners in many,
not prospecting themselves nor
anyone else to prospect their
even though there are indica-

;old. The Government have
ecessity of suibmlitting this Bill
bject of facilitating the efforts
who desire to discover and
he gold resources on private
According to the present law,
holding private property 'nay

Lands Department and obtain
rnit to will gold or any other
Vith that authority, persons are
ine and develop the miner-al

of their laud if they so desire.
ow introduced is almost identi-
ie So uth Autstralian Act. That
men in operation for senme years,
told has worked favourably-at
no serious ob~jeetien has been
~outb Australia to the Act, and
ore thoughlt desirable to adopt it
seine provisions suitable to the
of this colony. Care has been
otect the private property owner
iossilble way. Whilst facilities
for mining for gold and other
interests of the private property
not interfer-ed with withouit

ion. Where it is necessary to
for mining, compensation -will

to the owner, and that compem-
I be settled by arbitration in
where ain agrereet has not

v'ed at. The provisions are
lands which are not in a mum-i
are not close to other improve-
'he Bill does not apply to lands
O yards of a well or house or
irovenuents where, perhaps, it
dangerous to mine. Power is
he Government to appoint in-
)go on lands and see if there

dications of minerals. Before
t, eight days' notice has to be
,he owner of the land. It is
:o deal with this matter in three
,t, by the reslumption of private
ondlyv. by the proclamation of
id as an aluvial goldield; and,
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thirdly, by compulsory muining leases.
When there is reason to believe that gold
exists, a temporary reserve can be made
for a period not oxceeding six mnonths, so
that people may try the land and see if
there is anly gold in it before anything is
absolutely and definitely settled. At the
end of six months the inspector mna'y take
a definite course-that is, lie inay either
cancel the provisional resumption or make
it absolute. The owner's consent will in
all cases be asked for, and the land can-
not be taken without his consent unless
certain things are done. The ownler will
have the first chance to mine on thle land,
if he wishes to do so. Cl-ause 6 pro-
vides:

The Governor iay, on behalf of the Crown,
from timeo to time provisionally resume the
ownership of any private land for mining pur-
poses, and such provisional resumption shall
be effected by notice to the owner and
occupier, and by proclamation to be publisbcd
ina the Goveransent Gazettle, and upon the publi-
cation of suich proclamation such provisional
resumption shall take effect: provided that no
such proclamation shall be made without tho
conisent of the owner; (i) unless at written
application shall have been mnade to the
Minister desiring that the land should be
so resumed, and sinless an inspector shall have
previously certified in writing to the Minister
that he has examined such land and is of
opinion that payable precious mietals exist
therein, and that stick land should be restuned
for the purpose of seining; (2) unless two
calendar mnonths' previous notice hasL been
given in the prescribed fornm and manner by
tie Minister to the owner, and also to the
occunpier of such hind, of the certificate of the
insp~ector, and of the intention to proceed
pitrsutit to this part of this Act.
It will be seen that there are two methods
ojpen to the owner or occupier, after
lie has received notice. Sub-clause 3
reads:-

Unless there is at failure to show to the
satisfaction of the Minister that, after the
expiration of two months from the giving of
such notice, the owner has the right to wine
sutch laud, and that the samec is being
continuously and bonO. fide mined with theo
number of men and in the iiinr which
would lie necessary if the said land were held
uinder a aming lease trom the Crown.
It will be seen that the owner has the
first opportunity of mnining on his laud.
Compensation xnll1 be paid for the ]and
during the provisional resumption, and
the principal amvount will carry interest
at the nate of five per cent.

Hon . A. P. AIATHESON : Whbat is going
to happen during the six monthsi

THEF MINISTER OF MINES: In
what war ?

HoN. A. P. MATHIEsOP: In thle way of
prospecting. WhTat happens if men go
on the land P

Ths MINISTER OF MINES: A
personivwho thinks there are inerals on
an 'y laud reports the fact to the inspector,
who then has a righit to go and see if any
gold is there. While there is a. pro-
visional resumption, a mining lease or
license may also be issued to any people
who wish to go on the land for mining.
A royalty will be charged of 24' per cent.
of the msoney value of all gold wvon, and
other condlitions are laid down. An
applicant for a. mining license during the
first six months must deposit wit -h the
Minister such a sumi as will be necessary
to recompense the owner for any loss
caused by the provisional resumption.
Part 2 deals with Use land when it is
resumed fos an alluvial goldfield. Notice
will be given that the land will be
resunied provisionally, and worked in
accordance with the Goldfields Act and
Iteguilntions, and applicants for each
claimi wil pay a rent of 2s. per week for
the right of heingo h li.I n

iniiryserves melghon ther clim. anthemy
clause which mtaes sthat the nothe
land wvill get half the fees that accrue
from tme rent. Part 3 deals with gold-
m~ining leases. It is provided that if an
inspector be. written to and asked to
repoit, and lie reports that there are
precious metals in tay place, then anyone
can apyfor a lease. Previously, the
owner must he. given two mionths' notice,
as provided in another portion of the
Bill. A person can then apply for a,
lease of 24 acres, the rent of which shall
hie X24. The first idea is that a person
applying for a. lease shall bie able to deal
directly with the owner, and if thmey
can come to terms, well and good; but
the owner may work the land himself,
and in the event of his allowing anyone
else to work it, a lease may be issued by
the Master of the Supreme Court on tme
owner's behalf, nder certain conditions.
If the owner, after having hlad notice given
him, does not send in a reply in two mouths
as to what lie will do, the Government
will consider that he has refused to lease,
and will take the necessary steps, and the
lease shall be granted for the term pro-
vided in the Bill. Cluse 25 gives

.5econd reading.
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power to revoke permits. so that people
who have permits now, people who bare
a lot of freehold laud, and who have done
nothing with it, miay have their permits
revoked, and consequently will have no
right whatever to win gold from the
land. The clause reads:

The Governor may, by notice published in
the Govermnient Gazette, revoke any one or
miore mining permits issued under the Land
Regulations, ats from fourteen days after the
publication. of such notice, and after the ex-
piration of such fourteen days every mnining
permnit to 'which such notice applies shlall cease
to be valid.
In many instances people holding free-
bold grants apply for a permit, and the
iconsequence is that no one else cans mines
while the owners do not attempt to mine
themselves. Under the circumstances the
Government consider that if the owners
of land will not take the trouble to pros-
pect, other people should be allowed to
step in. Clause 26 gives power to make
the usual regulations, and Clause 28 pro-
vides that nothing in the Act shall apply
toliomesteads. When the land is secured,
it is distinctly provided that all miners
are under a royalty. When permits are
issued, they arecompulsory permits. Under
these circum stances nothing but extreme,
drastic, retrospective legislation conld deal
with them in any way. I aim sure this
Bill is a, step in the right direction. I
behaeve it will. receive the -unqualified
support of the House. No doubt the Bill
could be improved in many ways, and
amendments could be proposed for the
next session of Parliament. I refer with
some diffidence to the fact that this Bill
has passed in another lplace. This shows
that the hon. memnbers of the Assembly
recognise the spirit in which this Bill wa~s
introduced. As soon as the Bill becomes
law, I feel confident good results will
follow. Instead of doing any harm, the
measure will do a great deal of good.

HoN. P. T. CROWDER: I have much
pleasure in seconding the motion for the
second reading of this Bill. I have not
had much time to go through the clauses,
but the only fault I can see with the
measure is that it is not liberal enough.
It simply deals with gold and silver, and I
should like to see a Bill. broughit forward
to deal with all. minerals. A measuare of
this kind has been required in the colony
for a long time, and therefore I am pre-
pared to support the Bill as it stands,

in the hope that nest session it may be
altered in the direction I have iudicated.
I believe there are good deposits of coal
away from the Collie field, but inasmuch
as these deposits are in an area protected
by the sale of lands to the Mlidland, Rail-
way Company, those areas are now lying

Iidle. The Railway Company refuses to
touch them, and no one else has power to
enter upon them and produce coal.

HoN. R. G. BURG ES: Where is thatF
HON. F. T. CROWD ER: Th the Irwin

I distriet.
HoN. R. G. Buxs: It has been tried,

and is a failure.
HON. F. T. CROWDER:- I beg the

lion. member's pardlon : it is not a failure.
The land has not been worked simply
because there was no power to eater upon
it. People took up land in the district
understanding that the Crown reserved
the right to all muinerals, and therefore
the passing of this Bill would involve no
interference with the liberty of the sub-
ject. There is no doubt that the Bill will
do a lot of good, and if desired it can Ike
amended next session.

At 6-30 p.m. the PRESIDENT left the
Chair.

At 7830 p.m. the PRESIDENT resumed
the Chair,

HoN. A.. P. MATHESON: I think
this Bill is of such vital importance to
the country that I cannot oppose its
second reading, but I must protest
strongly against any Bill of this nature
being, introduced into the House on
practically the last dlay of the session.
It afforded me intense amusement to
hear the Minister of Mines state that the
reason why the Government had intro-
duced this Bill was that they saw the
necessity for it. If the Government sawIthe necessity to-day, they must have seen

Ithe necessity some weeks ago when the
House fi-rst miet, and then the Bill could
hare been criticised and perhaps materially
improved. As it is, we must either take
the Bill as it stands or lose it. I should
like to impress on hon. miembers the
extreme importance there is in passing
this Bill, Within the last few days a
discovery has been made on what may
prove payable mining reefs on private
properties, and these reefs-and mines in

Fecond reading. 1261
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future-cannot be worked because the
owners refuse to make terms.

HoN. G. RANDELL: It is not another
Dandalup business?

HON. A. P. MATHESON: I sincerely
trust it is not another Dandalup business.
This wealth which might otherwise he
comning into the colony is being locked tip
by the greed of the landed proprietor. I
consider it is greed, when hie does not
utilise the wealth which has been placed
at his disposal by -Providence, and pre-
vents other persons using the raw
material which he will not use himself.

HON. A. B. ]flnsox: Be did not know
it was there.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: He knows
it is there now. I do not think the
Minister made it satisfactorily clear to
the members of the House that all they
will lose, if they are landed proprietors,
by the action of the Bill is a certain
amiounit of surface ground, for which they
will receive ful~l compensation. I want
that to be dlearly understood. The land-
owner is not losing anything that hie
is at present entitled to as a right.
This Bill only deals with the royal metals,
that is to say, gold, silver, and platinum.
I believe these 'are the only mietals with
which the Bill deals. These three royal
metals are reserved to the Crown in every
deed of grant issued by the Crown, and
the freeholder has no right whatever to
any of these metals. A few years ago
anl Act was passed in this colony per-
mnitting the Governor-in-Councill, if he
thought fit, to grant a permit to ne on
freehold property, and that chance of
mining, if lie Wished, is all the freeholder
will lose. For everything else he will
receive full compensation. I do not think
the land-owner could reasonab~ly expect
that the minerals that did not belong to
him should remain locked uip for at con-
siderable time, knowing it would be of
great advantage to the colony to have
their resourcesdeveloped. The Ron. F. T.
Crowder, in speaking on this point, said
that the minerals were reserved; but as a
matter of fact only the precious metals
are reserved.

HON. F. T. CROWDER: I said they
ought to be reserved.

BON. A. P. MATHESON: That would
be bringing a new feature into the Bill.
This Bill solely deals with what are at
present the property of the Crown; but if

you deal with the question of minerals,
you deal with a contentious question,
because the minerals belong to the private
freeholders. Dealing with the various
clauses of the Bill, the material point I
see is that I cannot find any clause
under part one to permit a man to go
prospecting. It is true, as the Minister
explained, when a man has found ally-
thing he can go to an inspector, and the
inspector can inspect. At present, unless
a manl is trespassing hie cannot find any-
thing-, but no doubt the men themnselves
will get over that difficulty. Private pro-
perty is so large in th is colony that no free-
holdfer can watch all Is land. I can not
quite follow what the Crowvn are going to
get in the matter of r-oyalty. InI one clause
it says they are to get two-and-a-hialf per
cent, of the gross value, but Clause 10 says
that the freeholder is to get a portion of
that returned to him. Clause 14 says:

Al] royalties required to be reserved by this
part of this Act and received by the Minister
in respect of maining on private land, either
provisionally or absolutely resumeod, shall,
after deduction by the Minister of a royalty
due to the Crown dolcnlatod at the rate of two
pounds ten shillings per centain thereon, be
payable to the person, if any, who, but for the
resumiption of such private land, would for the
timne being have beon entitled as owner to the
first rielit to iie thereon.

Does that mean that the Crown is first
to receive two and a-hall per cent. royalty
on the gross money value, and out of that
sum only to retain two and a-half per
cent,' of the total, and hand over the
balance to the freeholder ? If so, I think
the freeholder is to be congratulated. He
is getting a large proportion of the per-
centage, and he cannot possibly have any' -
thing to grumble at. It will be a good
revenue to him, if lie has a large produc-
tive ine on his land. Nothing can bie
more satisfactory to the freeholder than a
clause of this nature. The freeholder has
no loophole for eoiplainll. I do not think
I need say anything further.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through committee without

debate or amendmuent.
Read a third time, and passed.

CITY OF PERTH TRAMtWAYS BILL.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second



Owen's Anchorage Railway: [22 DECEMBER,. 1897.3] eodradn. 16

reading of the Bill, said: This is a Bill
to confirm a provisional order authorising
the construction of trainways in the city
of Perth. It is a very short Bill of ie
clauses. Hon. memibers wilt no doubt be
aware that some time ago an agreeiueiit
was wade between the Municipal Coiuncil
and somie other patties for the con-
struction of a, tramway. The agreement
was entered into according to the Act,
and a, provisional order was miade by the
Director of Public Works, and this Bill
is for the purpose of confirming this pro-
visional order as set faith in Clause 3.
In that prnvisional order are all the con-
ditions in connection with the traimways,
the time they will take to construct, the
streets they, will go through, and all par-
ticulars. I move the second reading of
this Bill.

HON. F. T. CROWDER:- I beg to
second the motion. I take it that this
Bill is simply for carrying into law the
arrangemnent that hais been come to be-
tween the corporation of the city of Perth
and Mr. Dickenson, representing a syndi-
cate; and seeing that the City Council are
desirous that the arrangement should be
confirmned-and I believe the arrange-
mnt is a good one, even although we
have not had proper time to peruse the
Bill-I will not object to it.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through committee without de-

bate or amendment.
Read a third time, and pas.5ed-

FfiEMANTLE.OWE N'S ANCHORAGE
RAILWAY BILL.

SECOND READING, ETC.
THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.

E. H.L Wittenoomi), in moving the second
reading, said: This is a very brief Bill,
entitled an Act to authorise the construc-
tion of a railway from Fremnantle to
Owen's Anchorage. Hon. members are
aware that Owen's Anchorage is the
place where a majority of the stock is
landed which, comes from the North-
West and other places. The railway
down to that particular locality wiUl be
of the greatest service. Owen's An-
chorage is also a place where explosives
are kept, and the railway will be useful
for the ca, tinge of these explosives. I
feel confident that those who own land
down there will not object to this Bill.

A MumDE: We have not any.
THE MINISTER OF MINES: And I

have not. A railway does good wherever
it goes, and with this jetty at the end of
it a large quantity of goods Wilt be
carried on it. I feel hon. members will
see no objection to the Bill.

RON,. A. P. MATHE SON: I do not
intend to oppose this Bill, but I certainly
think some information ought to be
placed before the House to enable bon.
members to judge whether the railway is
likely to be a payable one or not. WVe
have heard exception taklen to other rail-
ways because the people interested in
them were unable off-biandl to prophesy
the amoiunt of traffic likely to be carried.

Hon. A. B. Kmsox: 'What albout the
Kalgoorlie-Boulder line?

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: That is a
very payable line, and it has been coin-
pleted. It is one of the most payable
lines in the colony. I amn afraid that is
hardly a good example to take in ]'egal
to unpayable railways.

RoN. A. B. KIDSON: I did not say it
was unpayable.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON: My con-
tention is that all Bills should be treated
in the same way. Exception was taken
to one line becau se the hion. member who
moved for it was not able to prophesy the
amnonnt of traffic that would go over the
line. It is not right to expect us to agree
to the construction of another railway
because it is in the metropolitan district,
and about which no information of any
kind or sort is suppliedl to us. There is
a further reason why I should not oppose
this Bill, and it is one which will comn-
inend itself to the Ron. A. B. Kidson.
This really is an exception to all the other
railways we hare considered to-night. It
has not been built before we are asked
to pass the Bill for its cons truction,
The Government deserve every encourage-
mrent in their attempt to obtain permis-
sion to construct this line before it has
been built. I will support the second
reading.

Hfo-T. R. G. BURGES: With reference
to this Bill, I would lik-c to know where
the money is coming fromn.

How. F. T. CROWDER: Where did the
money for the Greenh ills Railway come
from?,

Ho-.. R. G. BURG ES: Out of revenue.
HoNw. A. B. KJSsow : So Will this.

4,
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HoN. R. G. BUEGES: We have a
railway proposed here and we do not
know what it is going to cost, or where
the money is to come from.

Hon. A. B. KIDMoN: The line is oniy
two miles long.

flax. R. 0. BURuGES: It mnight cost
£10,000.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through committee without

debate or amendmient.
Read a third time, and passed.

AGRICULTURAL LANDS PURCEASE
ACT AM ENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING, ETC.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said: I have another small Bill
here, which is intituled an Act to amend
the Agricultural Lands Purchase Act of
1896. The object of this Bill is Simply
fo give the Minister authority to dispose
of town and suburban lands set apart
under the tenth section of the Agricul-
tural Lands Purchase Act. That is one
of the objects, and the other is that

the Minister 'nay, with the approval
of the Governor, put up to public auction
any unsold portion of laud at an upset
p~rice ascertained in ac'cordance with the
last preceding section." There are other
provisions as to the selling by auction of
this land. I move that thme Bill be read
a second time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
Passed through Committee without de-

bate or amendment.
Read a third time, and passed.

APPROPRIATION BILL.
Received f rom the Legislative Assembly,

and read a first time.
SECOND READlING.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hon.
E. H. WittenoonQ, in moving the second
reading, said: I do not propose to take
upinuch, time. TheEsthuates inconnec-
tion with this Bill have been on the table
for sonme time past, and no doubt lion.
members have carefully considered them.
I will only refer to the total amounts
which it is proposed to appropriate at
present. In Schedule A it will be seen
that the total appropriation for the coin-

ing year out of consolidated revenue
funds amiounts to £2,957,434 12s. 3d.,
and the amount which it is proposed to
appropriate out of the general loan f and,
together with what has been approved
of under other Acts, is X1,734,765 Os.
3d., making a total of £4A,692,199 12s.
6d. This is for expenditure on Loan
Estimates, submitted to the approval of
lion. members, before June 30, 1898.
The totals of the expenditure out of
the consolidated revenmie for the various
departments are as follow -His; Ex-
cellency the Governor, £1,160; Ex-
ecutive Council, £298; Legislative Coun-
cil, £1,895; Legislative Assembly, £4,920;
Colonial Treasurer, £473,662 16s. ld.;
Auditor General, P47,869; Comimis-
sioner of Railways, £1,894,514 Is. 8d.;
Commissioner of Crown Lands, £76,400;
Minister of Mines, £115,548 Is. 8d.;
Minister of Education, £341,181 12s.
I shall not go into details of the various
Estimates, because I (10 not know
what particular parts are of interest to
lion. members. InI connection with the
loan expenditure the totals are as fol-
low -- Departmental, £101,183; railways
and trinways, £1,032,000 12s. 7d.; har-
bour and river imnprovenments, £-246,850
l6s. 6d.; public buildings,£2,632 17s. 24.;
water supply and sewerage for towns,
£55,000; Coolgardie water sup ply,
£50,000; development of goldfields and
mineral resources, £177,928 9s. 4(d.;
roads and bridges, £12,000; public works,
Geraldton, £357 4s. lid.; development
of agricultnre, £10,000 ; immnigration,
£24,000 ; and miscellaneous (including
charges and expenses of raising loans)
£42,811 19s. 9d., or a total of £1I,784,765
Os. 3d. Hon. members will see that it is
proposed to miake a commencement with
the Coolgardie Water Scheme. It is not
anticipated that more than £C50,000 will
be spent during the coming six months.
I do not know any further details I can
present to the House, and therefore I now
move that the Bill be read a second
tine.

HoN. F. T. CROWD)ER: Inasmuch
as it is to my mind simply a farce to
Submit this Bill to the House, I do not
see any use in objecting to any of its pro-
visions. Here is proposed an expenditure
of about five millions of money in a Bill
which no member has had time to look at
or read.
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THE PRESIDENT: The Estimates of
expenditure were laid on the table of the
House some days ago. That was accord-
ing to rule, and I have seen that the
rule has been carried out. Hon. momi-
bers have had the same opportunity of
looking through the Estimates as have
members of another House.

lioN. F. T. CROWIER : After the
President's explanation I must stand
corrected; but at the same time I take
it that this Bill has to lie passed, or that
tire Council has to stop supplies, and
so prevent the Government carrying on
the butsineCss of the country. I must
repeat that it seems to me a waste of
time to sitlmit a Bill of this kind to the
Legislative Council. I will reserve what
remarks I have to make until the Bill is
in commnittee.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Schedule A-agreed to.
Schedule B-Consolidated Revenue

Fund for the services of the year ending
30th June, 1897:

HoN. P. T. CROWDER asked for an
explanation of item, "1Subsidy to police
benefit fund, viz., rewards £250, gratuities
£1,000."

THE MINISTER OF MINES said he
was afraid he could not answer that
question without notice, because it was
impossible for him to carry all the facts
in his mind.

Ho.x,. F. T. CROWDER asked for
some explanation of the items: " Gratuit y
to the widow of the late E. A. Fordhami,
Customs clerk, Fremantle, £250; "
" Gratuity to the widow of the late W.
Bell, inspector of stores, £250 ;" and
" Gratuity to the widow of the late Dr.
H. C. Earnett, superintendent medical
officer, Lunatic Asylum, Fremantle,
£600." He wished to object to sumis of
money being placed on the Estimates in
this way. As to the cases of Messrs.
Fordlian and Bell, he was altogether in
the dark; but as to Dr. Barnett, that
gentleman had been in the employment
of the State for a long time at a very
good salary, with allowances, and lie
should have been in a position to leave
those behind him capable of supporting
themselves. Unfortunately, the Council

could take no action in, these matters: but
it was to be hoped the Minister of Mines
would take note of the fact that lion. mem-
b ers of this House objected to these items.
*THE MINISTER OF MINES : The
widow of Mr. Forcdham was left in a very
impecunious condition. Mr. Fordhani
for a long timie was a good and useful
servant to the Government, and very
strong reasons were brought to bear onl
the Government that it was right and
proper to recognise the services of Air.
Fordliamn and also Mr. Bell in the way of
doing something for their widows. It
must be remembered that the Govern-
nment refused to appropriate money for
these purposes, without submitting to
Parliament as to whether grants should be
given or not. It was quite open to Mr.
Crowder to move that a Message be sent
to the Legislative Assembly to the effect
that the Council did not agree with the
items referred to. He (Mr. Wittenoom)
was prepared to admit the system of
gratuities was not a good one, but under
the exceptional circumstances, it would
have been very difficult for the Govern-
ment not to have brought the matter

*before Parliament.
HoN. A. P. MATHESON said he

would like to call attention to the salaries
paid to the wardens on the goldfields,
with a view to pointing out the dis-
crepancy between the salary paid to the
warden at Coolgardie and that paid to
the warden at East Coolgardie or Kal-
goorlie. There was no question that

tKalgoorlie was quite as important a gold-
field as Coolgardie itself, and the re-
sponsibilities of the office were not less in
the one case than in the other; and yet
the warden at Kalgoorlie was only getting
a salary of £E800 a year, including allow-
ances, while the warden at Coolgardie
was getting £900 a year. He simply
wanted to call attention to what he re-

*garded as a most glaring injustice towards
1 the warden at Kalgoorlie. The warden

at the Dundas or Norsemnan had £50
more per annumn than the warden at
North Coolgardie or North-East Cool-
gardie, although the latter field might be
considered of equal importance with the
former. His own opinion was that all
wardens were underpaid, and he strongly
urged the Minister to increase the allow-
aces to those gentlemen during the
clurrent year.
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THiE MINISTER OF AMWS: The
difference of salary arose in the first
place from the difference in seniority of
the officers concerned. The warden at
Coolgardie was the oldest warden on the
fields. He commnenced at Kimberley,
then went to Southern Cross in its
earliest days, and then to Cool-
gardie, where he had borne the heat
and burden of the day. The officer in
question was a popular warden who did
his work well, and as senior officer his
position ought to be recognised. The
warden of the Coolgardie field had a
great deal of travelling about, whereas
Kalgoorlie was a compact, snug field.
The warden at Kalgoorlie, although a
very excellent man, had just joined the
service, and it wovid be hardly fair to
place such a mnan onl equality with
others who had been in the service fromi
the very beginning. The same remarks
alpplied to the other goldfields wardens
referred to by Air, Matheson. Whether
the wardens were paid sufficient or
as much as the Government would
like to pay them was another question.
A great deal of power was placed in the
hands of wardens, who were expected to
be honest, straightforward men. The
warden at Kalgoorlie got £2800 a year
and an allowance for water and travelling
expenses, and in addition a house was
being built for him at a cost of some-
thing 11k- £2,000, so that he might be
considered fairly well off. The warden at
Coolgardie had £900 a year, £2 per day
travelling expenses. and a house and
water supply free.

HoN. A. P. MATHE SON: In a matter
of this sort, mnere standing in thes service
ought not to be taken into account.
The salary ohght to attach to the post
and not to the individual. If a young
servant were placed in a responsible
position, he ought to receive a. salary com-
miensurate with his responsibility. He
(Mr. Matheson) trusted the Minister
would in the future give this ques-
tion some consideration in fixing the
salanies.

How. C. E. DEMPSTER: The Dun-
das goldfield had no railway conununi-
cation, and there the cost of living must
be considerably more than at Coolgardie
or Kalgoorlie, Therefore the warden at
Dundas was not as well paid as the war-
dens of the other fields.

How. E. MoLARTY: If wardens were
getting £800 and £900 a year, and were
provided with dwellings, £92 a day travel-
Lng expenses and water free, they could
certainly not be regarded ais badly paid.
He himself oakv wished lie were a warden.
He agreed withi the Minister of Mines
that the mnan who had been for a nuni-
her of years in the service should receive
a little higher salary than a niew man.

Put and passed.
Schiedule C-General Loan Fund for

the services of the year ending 30th
June, 1898:

HoN. R. G-. BURGES asked where
the £10,000 put down for " Development
of agrriculture" was intended to be
spent?

TaE MINISTER OF MINES said he
could not answer the honi. member at
present, hbnt would get the information
for him on the following morning.

Put and passed.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

report adopted.
THIRD READING.

Bill read a third time, and passed.

SALE OF LIQUORS ACT AMENDMENTr
BILL.

M1ES5AOE re COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Assemibly having dis-
ag0reed to certain of the amendments made
by' the Council in the Bill, the samne were
now considered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Amendment No. 2-Page 5, Clauise
20-Strike out the whole:

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Hion.
R. H. Wittenoom): This was one of the
pnincipal clauses of the Bill. It was
inserted for the purpose of raising the
amiounit of the license fees payable by
hotel-keepers. This House did not agree
with the increased license fee adopted by
the Assembly, but the Assembly now
would not fall in with the Council's
amend meat. le moved that amen chuent
No. 2, with 'which the Legislative Assemnbly
had disagreed, be not insisted onl.

How. P. T. CROWDER: This Council
should insist on this amendment. Accord-
ing to the Bill, hotel-keepers on one side of
a street mlight be charged £,e70 license fee,
whilethiose on the other side of a street only

[CO-UNCU,.] Sale of Liquors Bill.
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£60, and probably the hotel-keeper who
was being charged £60 was doing a Larger
business than the one charged £;70. The
Assenmbly had adopted the electoral dis-
trict of Perth as a boundary for the
higher licensing fee, which was very
unjust. Hotels situated only 50 yards
apaxt would pay different license fees.
The Minister of Mines had given the
pledge that all the amendments of the
Wines and Spirits Acts would be con-
solidated next session, and this amend-
Bleat might wait until then to be
Considered. It was not right and just to
the people who bad pm-chased hotels onl
the understanding that they would pay aI
certain license fee, to raise that license
fee now.

HoN. A. B. ]IIDSON hoped the House
Would not agree to the motion of thle
Minister of Mines. On a former occasion
this matter had been threshed out, and
the House camne to the conclusion that
the clause as it stood in the Bill was in-
equitable. Hon. members camne to the
conclusion that the clause had not been
suficientlv considered. He failed to see
what reasons there could be now to vote
for the Clause. If hell. members voted
for the clause, the commnittee would be
stultifying itself. The Bill was brought
in for the ostensible purpose of stopping
the adulteration of Liquor. What the in-
crease in the license fees by £220 had to
do with the adulteration of liquor he could
not understand. The clause had nothing
whatever to do with the principle of the
Bill. If, when a consolidation Bill was
brought down, it was thought desirable to
increase the license fees, theu hon. mem-
bers could consider the matter, and the
increase could be placed on an equitable
footing, satisfactory to all concerned.

HoN. G. RANDELL said hie admitted
that the clause was not a scientific one.
It was arrived at as a sort of compromise
in endeavouring to raise the fees in the
larger centres of the colony. There -was
something in the argiument of the hon.
mnember-s who had spoken against the
motion. To some extent it was inequit-
able to charge a hotel on one side of a
line £20 more than was charged to a
hotel on another side of that line. He
thought it was absolutely necessary that
the fees should be increased; but they
should be increased on an equitable andl
scientific basis. The Legislature should

fix amaximum and minimum fee, anrl allow
the licensing bench to use their dis-
ction as to what amount hotels should
pay. The gentlemen who administered
the Act could be trusted to do what was
right and proper. Hotel-keepers in large
centres could well afford to pay a higher
fee than they did at present. It was
best, he thought, not to insist on the
amendment p)reviously made in the Bill,
although be was iii favour of increasing
the fee paid by the larger hotel-keepers.

HoN. 0. E. DEMPSTER was in favour
of adhering to the amnendnment arrived at
hy the committee. The system. of c-hag-
ins different fees to hotels situated in
different places was inequitable.

Motion put and niegatived.
Question-thiat the amendment be

insisted on-put and passed.
Amendment No. 8-Page 6, Clause -22,

line 11-Strike out all the words after
"forfeited":

HoN. P. T. CROWDER moved that
this amendment be insisted on. When
the Bill was under consideration, he
had moved that the proviso to Clause
22 be struck out. An injustice would be
worked if the proviso was allowed to stand
in the Bill. Hotels near Perth railway
station and at Fremnantle would be affected
by the clause. Travellers were leaving
the colony during the Christmnas holidays
,and at other times, and they generally
went dowvn to Fremnantle by Saturday
night's train, as a rule, to leave by steameor
on Sunday afternoon. These travellers
went to a hotel, and the hotel-keeper took
the trouble to find out whether they were
bond fide travellers. Thle customers pro-
duced their tickets, proving that they
were bond fide tr-avellers. They were
served with refreshments, and while par-
taking of the refreshments a policeman
entered the hotel and took their names.
Two or three days subsequently the hotel-
keeper was summoned. It was impossible
for the hotel-keeper to prove that the per-
sons to whom hie had supplied liquor were
bond fide travellers, as they had gone on
their journey. Onus of proof should not
be placed onl the publican, as he could
not detain these travellers, even though
he suspected that be would be suml-
moned. The police could detain the
travellers.

Put and passed, and the amendment
insisted on.
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Amendment No. 6-Add the following
new clause to stand as No. 24:-" Section
88 of the Act 44th Viet., No. 9, is hereby
amnended b)'y striking out the proviso at
the end thereof ":

THE MINISTER OF MINES: This
amendment wvas really a new departure in
the Bill, and in view of the fact that a
consolidation Binl was to be hi-ought, down
early next session, and that the whole
Matter could then be gone into, be moved
that the amendment be not insisted on.

Motion put and passed, and the
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, and report
adopted.

Message transmitted to the Legislative
Assembly, acquainting them accordingly.

CIRCUIT COURTS BILL.
MESSAGE re COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTS.

The Legislative Assembly lhaving dis-
agreed to one of the amieunents made by
the Council, and also added a new clause,
the same were now considered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Council's amendment No. i-page 2,
Clause 3, line 3, between "cominissioner"
and " to " insert " of at least seven years'
standing and practice in Western Aus-
tralia":

HON. F. T. CROWDER moved that
the amendment be not insisted on.

Pitt and passed, and the amendment
not insisted on.

Assembly's amiendment-New Clause:
THE M1INISTER OF MINES, in

order to test the feeling of the committee,
moved that the Council agree to the
amendment made by the Assembly in the
new clause inserted by the Council.

Question put and passed, and the As-
semlbly's amiendmnent agreed to.

Resolutions rep)orted, and report
adopted.

Message in accordance therewith trans-
mitted to the Legislative Assembly.

EMPLOYMENT BROKERS BULL.
MESSAGE re COUNCIL'S AMENDMENTs.

The Legislative Assembly, having- dis-
agreed to certain of the amendments
made by the Council, the same were now
considered.

IN COMMITTEE.

Amendment No. 1-Clause 2, para-
graph 4, line 1-Strike out all the words

after "means" sand insert the following:
"1so far as the Magisterial Districts
of Perth and Fr-emantle are concerned,
the officials referred to by that name
in Part IT. of the Statute of the
67th of Victories, No. 2-5, and magis-
trates now or hereafter appointed unader
the powers thereby conferred; and,
so far as the remaining Magisterial
Distr-icts are concerned, the officials re-
ferred to in Part III. of the Statute of
the 44th Victorice, No. 9, and Part II. of
the Statute 57th Victorive, No. 26,
Sections 10 and I11:

Assembly's amendment On the Coimeil's
amendmnent-To strike out all the words
of the amendment, and insert the fol-
lowing in lieu thereof:- The persons
having for the time being jurisdiction
as licensing magistrates in the district
under Part II. of the Statute of the 57th
year of Her Majesty, No. 25, Sections 10
and 11, or under Part III. of the Statute
of the 44th year of Her Majesty, No. 9,
as the case may he":

HoN. A. B. KIDSON nmoved that the
Assembly's amendment on the Council's
amendment be agreed to. The amend-
ment of the Assembly wats more concise
in the wording; and it ought to be
said that the amendment of time Council
was framed on the original wording of
the clause.

Putt and passed, and the Assembly's
amendment agreed to.

Aniencinent No. 2-Clause 4, line 1-
Between thle words " broker" and "1is"
insert "already carrying on business" :

HUN. A. B. KIBSON moved that the
Council's amendment be not insisted on.

Put and passed.
Amendment No. 9-To strike out the

word " annual" in lines 1 and 2 of
the following proviso inserted by the
council in Clause 19:-" Provided that
if the certificate for such annual license
be granted after the 31st day of March,
the licensee shall pay only three-fornuths

of such annual fee, and if granted after
the 30th day of June, one-half of such
fee, and if after the 30th day of Septemi-
ber, only one-fourth of such fee":

HON. A. B. KIDSON: Theme wats no
provision in the original Bill for renewals
of licenses, and thle object of the Coun-
cil's amendment was to simplify the
obtaining of renewals in the same way as

-hotel licenses were renewed. If the word
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"annunally " were stniekl out, the object
of the amendment was lost. On a sug-
gestion made b y the President, hie moved
that the consideration of this amendment
be postponed until the other amendments
had been dealt with.

Put and passed, and the amendment
postponed accordingly.

Amendment No. 11-Licensee may
obtain renewal:

HON. A.. B. 1KIDSON moved that the
amiendmxent be insisted on. The object
was to Simplify the process of obtaining
renewals, whilst safeguarding the public
interest.

Put and passed, and the amnendient.
insisted on.

Amendment No. 12 - Transfer of
licenses,

Hog.. A. B. KrhSON moved that the
Council's amendment be insisted on.
There was no reason wvhv licenses should
not be transferred. The~re would be no
secrecy about the matter at all, and the
transferee would have to be approved by
the court.

THE MINISTER OF M1INES: The
law might be evaded uinder the clause as
amended by the Council. No notice was
Zgiven to the public, nor was there any
mneans of raising obijections. A person
of bad character might, uinder the circumii-
stances, be able to get a license. The
amendment ought not to be insisted
On.

HoN. A. B. KIDSON: Thle principle
laid down in thle aulenid.Jent was the sam~e
ats that observed in regard to hotel
licenses. A transferee would have to
apply to the magistrate again at the
usual licensing time. A license would
not be transferred unless the magistrate
were assured the transferee was a fit and
proper person.

HON. A. P. MATHESON: Everv
facility ouight to be given for the transfer
of licenses. No person of good character
Should be restricted in obtaining, a license,
and a transfer only operated for a few
weeks or months b)efore the applicant
would again have to go before the
bench.

THE MINISTER OF 'MINES: The only
objection wsthe dfiutofmaking
sure the transferee was of good character.

Box. A. P. MTEO:There was
no more difficulty in this than there was
in the matter of a hotel license.

THE: MINISTER OF MINES: There
wore notices of objection in the case of
botel licenses.

How. A. H. HEPNNIN1G: One was
secret and private; the other was in open
court.

HoN. A. P. MATHESON:- There -was
no secrecy: the police were nearly always
the pedple who objected.

Ho.%. G. RAN DELL : The police
had an opportunity of objecting to the
license if they knew an yth ing against the
Man applying. It seemed to him that if
a man obtained a. license and raised up
at business which was worth disposing of,
the man should lie allowed to dispose of
his butsiness. The general public would
deal only with men of good character.
From his kniowledge of the working of the
licensing Lw, he could see no objection to
transfers being allowed.

Honv. C. E. DEMPSTER: It would be
Unfair not to allo-w transfers of licenses.

Putt and passed, and the amiendmnent.
insisted on.

Amendment No. 1.4-New Schedule:
Onl the inotion of Hos. A. B. KInsoN,

amendmnent insisted on.
Amendments Nos. S, 4, and 8:-
HON. A. B. fl1DSON ]noved that these

amnr~nduients be insisted on.
P ut and passed, and the amiendinents

insisted on.
.Assenmly's anwndmens on Council's

amiendment No. 9-agreed to.
eQsolutions reported, and report

adopted.
Message transmitted to the Legislative

As sembly, acquainting them accordingly.

RAILWAYS ACT, 1878, AMENDMENT
BILL.

Received from the Legislative As-
seimbly, and, on the motion of the
MINISTER OF MINES, readia first time.

SECOND READING.

THE MINISTER OF MINES (Ron.
E. HI. Wittenoom), in moving the second
reading, said:- I may point out that
this measure is called the Railways Act
Amiendmnent Bill, and it deals with three
different subjects. Clause 2 gives power
to run locomotive engines.Clue3po
vides for power to erect gates at level
crossings. Iunderstand that the Railway
Department have a kcind of power now,
but it is not thoroughly defined, and the

Railicays Bill. 1269
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Government wish to put this matter on
a proper footing. Clause 4 provides for
a new arrangement in cases of arbitration.
Where the amount claimed does not ex-
ceed X100, the nearest magistrate shall be
appointed as the umpire. The clause
reads in this way:

('a.) Where the amount claimed does not
exceed one hundred pou~nds, the resident
magistrate whose court is nearest the land in
respect of which the claim arises, if not in-
terested in the case, shall act as umpire, and,
if such magistrate is interested in the ease, a
Judge of the S upremie Court shall, on the appli1-
cation of either party, appoint some other
resident magistrate to act as umpire.

(b.) Where the amount claimed exceeds one
hundred pounds, a Judge of the Supreme
Court shall act as umpire.

This Bill has had the consideration of
hon. members in another place, and it
has passed without amendment, and is
now submitted to lion. nmembers for their
consideration.

HoN. F. T. CROWDER: I have
pleasure in supporting the Bill. I regret
the necessity arises for bringing it in.
Hon. members are aware that the cross-
ings which exist in parts of the city are
of a most dangerous character. I ami glad
to see that the Government are trying to
save life by erecting these gates, but at the
same time I think that some more care
should be taken to see that the gates are
closed and opened with somne considera-
tion for those who have to pass along the
street. Some b~etter system should be
adopted whereby the gates do not prove
an obstrution to the public. In a large
thoroughfare such as the street along by
the Governor Broonme Hotel, there is very
considerable inconvenience to the general
Public. Only this morning, when I
arrived by the train from Fremantle, the
street gates were closed to allow the
train to pass; and there were then about
50 vehicles on the one side or the other
of the crossing, waiting for the gates to
be opened, but the gates were kept closed
until another train left for Fremnantle
again. The gates were closed altogether
for a quarter of an hour, and there were
fully 100 vehicles collected during this
time. I admit that it is necessar y that
gates should be erected, because these
crossings are most dangerous. I hope
that where the Government do not see
their way to erect gates on these crossings,
such as the crossing near the Occidental

Hotel (Perth), a signalman may be
stationed to caution the public. It is a
matter of impossibility to know when
trains are coining uip or down. The
buildings on either side of the road block
the view, and in mnany instances the
engines do not whistle until they get quite
cose to the crossing. Lord Street cross-

ing is a veiy dangerous one. Of course
the Government cannot carry on unless
they save themselves from actions, and
the erection of these gates may mean a
saving of thousands upon thousands of
pounds. I admit that the Government
are justified in protecting themselves,
and in that way protecting the pockets of
the public.

HoN. A. B. KIusoN: Did not the
Government take all these gates away
once ?

RON. F. T. CROWDER: The traffic
then was not a hundred th part of what it
is now. Thme Government in protec~ting
themselves, are protecting the citizens
who pay the taxes. Although I regret
there is any necessity for these gates, we
are in duty bound to assist the Govern-
ment when they ask for a Bill of this
sort. It is a matter of the utmost neces-
sity that these gates should be erected,
not only to protect the Government, hut
the public. The only desire I had in
rising was to impress upon the Govern-
ment the necessity of having the gates
worked, not only in the interests of the
Government, but also in the interests of
the public. At the present time, gates are
closed in a most arbitrary maniner against
people who use the streets. Every oppo-
tuinity should be given to the public to
pass over the level crossing. I have much
pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to run locomotive

engines:
HoN. G. RANDELL: This seemed to

be an age of discovery. The Government
had been running railway trains for the
last 20 years. Suddenly it was discovered
that the Governmnent had no right to run
trains on the railway Lines that had been
built in this colony. We must take it
that was correct, but it seemed a
marvellous thing that after 20 years it was
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found that the running of trains was
illegal.

Put and passed.
Clause 8-Power to erect and maintain

gates at level Crossings
Hon. G. RANDELL indorsed the

remarks that had fallen from the Hon. F.
T'. Crowder, but as he would have an
opJportunty afforded him in the Course Of
at few days, by the Commissioner of Rail-
ways, to malke a statement before that
gentleman in introducing a deputation in
reference to the Willijam Street crossing
(Perth), it would not be necessary for himt
to say anything then. The experience hie
had had at these crossings considerably
transcended what the Hon. F. T'. Crowder
had stated that night. He recognised
that the -action of the Commissioner was
in the interests of the general public.
He believed that it was necessary wo have
these gates at crossings, because accidents
had taken place. On or two of these
crossings were exceedingly dangerous: the
most dangerous of all he believed was in
Lord Street, where it was almost impos-
sible to see trains coming, as large build-
ings lblocked the view. These gates should
be manipulated by the officers in charge,
not enitirely in the interests of the Ral-
way Department, but with a view to the
convenience of the public, and also with a
view to the safety of the general public.
From 25 minutes' observation at the
William Street crossing he'vould beable to
give hon. members certain facts which
wvould astonish themn.

Put and passed.
Clause 4-Amiendment of Section 17 of

42 Vict., No. 321:
HON. A. P. MATHESON said he had

expected the Minister would explain what
Section 17 meant. These Binls were
rushed through rather hastily, and hon.
members had no opportunity of referring
to Acts mentioned. He wanted to know
what cases there were which necessitated
the employment of a judge of the
Supreme Court to inquire into them.

Tun MINISTER OF MINES: With-
out looking uip the Act, he might inform
hon. members that cases referring to the
resumption of land were to be tried before
a Supreme Court judge.

HoN. G. RANDE LL: There was very
little doubt about the object of the section.
He had been astounded at decisions given
by arbitrators in some of the claims for

compensation for land resumed for railway
purposes. The Government were on the
right track when they appointed a resident
magistrate or a judge of the Supremue
Court to act as arbitrator.

THE -MINISTER OF MINES: This
Bill was in connection with the resumption
of land for railway piurposes. Clause 16
dealt with the method of settling, coin-
pensation by agreement or- by arlbitration.
Clause 17 dealt with the method of pi--
ceeding to arbitration, and so much of the
clause as provided that the two arbitra-
tors should nominate an umpire it was
sought to repeal. At presenlt thle two
arlbitrators, before proccediug to ar1bi-
trate, bad to nominate an umipire, and
in the event of their being unable
to agrYee, it would be lawful for a
judge of the Supreme Court, on the
application of either side, to appoint an
umpire.

HON. A. P. MATHTESON: The only
reg-ret was that the provision did not go
further. He had lately heard of large
sums of money being paid for laud re-
sinned. That, land badl to aill appearance
changed hands, and the new owners were
those who, after the department had
practically made up their minds the land
was necessary for purposes of the State,
received large sumns as compensation.
Those people were not the original bond
fide owners Who had held the land from
time immemorial-if one might use the
expression-but speculators who had ob-
tained previous knowledge of the action
of the department, and had profited
largely through that knowvledge. He had
been told lately-though he had not
been able to ascertain whether it was
a fact- -of a catse involving laud near
West Perth railway station. He was
strongly of opinion that, if there had
been time, he would have moved an
amendment to the effect that when it
appeared to the court those transactions
had taken place, the price paid by the
recent purchaser should be taken as the
value of the laud. A clause to that effect
would be most valuable in preventing
what he was not alone in thinking was
nothing less than a scandal.

Put and passed.
Clause 6-ageed to.
Preamble and title-agreed to.
Eil reported without amendment, and

report adopted.
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THIRD READING.
Read a third time, and passed.

At 10-10 p.m. the PRESIDENT left the
Chair.

At 10,20 11.11. the PRESIDENT resumed
the Chair.

ADJOURNMENT.

THE MINISTER OF INES moved
that the House at its rising do adjourn
until 12 o'clock noon on the following
dlay.-

Put and passed.
The House adjourned at 10-25

until noon of the following day.
p.m.

Wednesday, 22nd December, 1897.

Papers Presented-Question: Rew Custom House for
Prernantle-Qus osio Mitn fSler in Pert

(Speaker's Thlng-usto SocyrGld
mining Compay' Ae-usin nayis of
Idilk-ueio Fir Brgds Tvelling by Rail-

w ton(urgency): l Msin Mal]stook
Diseases Act Amnd.e. Bill Selec Comittee's
Rei ort-Retaire: Condition of the Drdg ara,
mel i "-31otiou: Goversnment Adroriseiacats; in
Newspapers (point of .or, Speaker. s lig-
Motion: Miiters aDirectors of Coranies-ail.
w,-ys Act Amendmet Bill: Scond and thir ra.
iogs-Cemeteries Bill: Legislative Council's Aend.
scets-Streets and Bonds Closure Bill, Leiltire
Counc il's Asnendnsests-Indnstrial Statistics Bill:
Legislative Coun.cil's Anuendumts'-Motiou: Stock
Diseases Act (Adneiitration), debate concluded,

AnedansEenlotan Brokers Bill LegIl._
tire Cowsils. Anueuduet-Adjournnseu.

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4-30

o'clock p.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the PREMfIER: I. By-laws of the

Municipality of Victoria Park. z. By-
law Of Kanowna Muniaicipality. 3.
Amended Forms under Audlit Act, 1891.

Ordered that the papers lie on the table.

QUESTIONNEW CUSTOM HOUSE FOR
FREMANTLE.

MR. HOLMES, in accordance with
notice, asked the Director of Public
Works, Whether the stun voted towards
the erection of a new Custom House in
Fremantle, which it was now proposed to
defer, would be expended according to
the original intention, in Fremantle?

THE PEIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), on behalf of the Director of
Public Works, replied that a new Custom
House, suitable to the growing importance
of the chief port of the colony, would be
erected at Fremnantle as soon as the
harbour works in progress there had made
sufficient advancement to allow of a
decision being arrived at as to the most
advantageous site for the building, having
regard to the various interests at stake.

QUESTION-MINTING OF SILVER IN
PERTH.

MRt. HOLMES, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier, Whether in
mating arrangements for the establish-
ment of a Mint in this colony, there were
stijpulations for minting silver, or for
sharing the profits which arise from the
minting of silver in London, by way of
reducing the loss incidental to the mint-
ing of gold, as has been done by the
Governments of New South Wales and
Victoria, as well as b 'y the Govermuents
of other colonies in which Miuts have
been established.

THE PREIER (Right Hon. Sir. J.
Forrest) replied that no authority to
mint silver had been, as yet, obtained by
the Australian colonies, and no authority
had been obtained for doing so here.

MR. HOLMES, being dissatisfied with
the reply, rose to move the adjournment
of the Rouse.

THE SPEAKER: This was not a
public matter of such urgency as to
justify the bon. member in moving the
adjournment of the House, if the hon.
member was not satisfied with the answer
given to his question.

MR. HOLMES (by leave, at a later
stage) asked further, Whether the Premier
wvas aware that New South -Wales and
Victoria received concessions in regard to
the minting of silver.

THE PREMIER: No authority to
mint silver had been, as yet, obtained
by any Australin colony, and no autho-


